Socioemotional functioning of creative preschoolers.
This study investigated the relationship between original thinking and socioemotional characteristics of 40 preschoolers, ranging in age from 44 to 68 mo. (M = 56.2 mo.). Socioemotional behavior was assessed by teachers on two ratings, the Kohn Social Competency and the Child's Behavior Traits scales. Creative potential was assessed by the Multidimensional Stimulus Fluency Measure which measures ideational fluency. Contrary to expectations, no statistically significant differences in psychosocial adjustment were found between the more and less creative preschoolers on a median split. A significant effect for sex was detected on six of seven socioemotional variables examined, with girls scoring higher than boys on over-all adjustment. Similarly, more positive attributes of preschool girls are indicated in areas of functioning that traditionally have been reported to be characteristic of boys.